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82p CONGRESS SENATE REpPoR1 
Tst Session No. L007 


VERS INGE 


Ocror@r 16 (legislative day, OcroBER | 


the Committee on the Judietar 


the following 


PORT 
(To accompany H. R. 5104) 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 


(H. R. 5104) for the relief of Mrs. Inge L. Curtis, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass 


PURPOSE OF THE BILI 


The purpose of the bill is to waive the excluding provision of existing 
law relating to the conviction of a crime involving moral turpitude in 
behalf of the wife of a citizen of the United States and an honorably 


discharged veteran of World War I] 
PEMENT OF 


The beneficiary of the bill was married in Germany on December 27, 
1949, to Kenneth L. Curtis, a citizen of the United States and an 
honorably discharged veteran of World War Il. Mrs. Curtis was con- 
victed of theft at Minden. oat on Dee mber 19, 1945, and sen- 
tenced to 2 months’ i oe Lm The articles involved were a skirt, 
blouse, and a pair of stocking Without the waiver provided for i 
the bill, Mrs. Curtis will be apable to join her citizen husband in the 
United States. 

The following letter dated August 24, 1951, to the chairman of the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from thy 
Chief of the Visa Division, Department of State, reads as follows 








2 MRS. INGE L. CURTIS 


\ccording to information contained in the Department’s files, Mrs. Curtis was 
convicted by the Amtsgericht (district court) at Minden, Germany, on December 
19, 1945, of stealing a skirt, a blouse, and a pair of stockings on November 27, 
1945, from a Mrs. Wegener in violation of seetion 242 of the German Penal Code 
and was sentenced to 2 months imprisonment. 

\s vou know, section 3 of the Immigration Act of February 5, 1917, as amended, 
renders excludable from admission into the United States persons who have been 
convicted of or who admit having committed a felony or other crime or misde- 
meanor involving moral turpitude. The offense of which Mrs. Curtis was con- 
victed, namely, theft, has been held to constitute an offense involving moral 
turpitude within the meaning of the above-cited provision of law 

\s section 2 (f) of the Immigration Act of 1924, as amended, provides that no 
immigration visa shall be issued to an immigrant who is inadmissible into the 
United States, it appears that the consular officer with whom Mrs. Curtis filed her 
visa application had no choice under the law but to refuse to issue an immigration 
visa In her case. 

In the circumstances, and in the light of the foregoing information, the question 
of the enactment of the proposed bill would appear to be a matter for legislative 
determination, concerning which the Department prefers not to express an 
Opinion 

Sincerely yours, 
H. J. L’Hevrevx, 
Chief, Visa Division 
For the Secretary of State). 


Congressman William H. Bates, the author of the bill, submitted to 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives the 
following additional information in connection with the bill: 


Hon. Witiiam H,. Bares, 
House of Re presentatives, 


My Dear Mr. Bares: I refer to my letter to you of December 18, 1950, con- 
cerning the visa case of Mrs. Inge L. Curtis, whom her husband, Mr. Kenneth L 
Curtis, 11 Portland Street, Haverhill, Mass., desires to bring to the United States 
from Germany 

The Department is now in receipt of a report dated January 3, 1951, from the 
American Consulate General at Frankfort in which it is stated that Mrs. Curtis 
was convicted by the Amtsgericht (district court) at Minden, Germany, on 
December 19, 1945, of stealing “a skirt, a blouse, and a pair of stockings on 
November 27, 1945, from Mrs. Wegener” in violation of section 242 of the German 
Penal Code, and was sentenced to 2 months’ imprisonment. 

As you are undoubtedly aware, section 3 of the act of February 5, 1917, as 
amended, renders excludable from admission into the United States persons who 
have been convicted of or who admit having committed a felony or other crime 
or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude. The offense of which Mrs. Curtis 
was convicted, namely, theft, has been held to constitute an offense involving 
moral turpitude within the meaning of the above-cited provision of law. 

As section 2 (f) of the Immigration Act of 1924, as amended, provides that no 
immigration visa shall be issued to an immigrant who is inadmissible into the 
United States, it appears that the consular officer at Frankfort had no choice 
under the law but to refuse the issuance of an immigration visa in Mrs. Curtis’ 
case. 

It is further statea in the consulate general’s report that an examination of the 
penal register receivea from the district attorney at Dortmund, Germany, dis- 
closed that Mrs. Curtis was granted a pardon on December 28, 1945, of the offense 
of which she had been convicted on December 19, 1945. In this connection, I 
may explain that the Department has held that a pardon granted by the United 
States Military Government authorities in Germany to an alien who has been 
convicted by such authorities of an offense involving moral turpitude would 
operate to remove the moral! turpitude grounds of exclusion existing in such a 
case 

As Dortmund is in the British Zone of Occupation, and since the pardon issued 
Mrs. Curtis may have been granted by the British or German authorities, as 
distinguished from the American authorities, the responsible consular officer at 
the consulate general at Frankfort states that both he and Mrs. Curtis are endeav- 
oring to obtain a certified copy of the record relating to the pardon issued Mrs 

¥ al 


Curtis. It is added in the consulate general’s report that when such a copy shal! 
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4 MRS. INGE L. CURTIS 
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I would like to take this opportunity to expr 
efforts in our behalf as well as to ¢ ress mv hop that the outcol 
move will be sueceessful and as If ther 
required and that I can supply please do n« 

Very sincerely 


, 


P. §. Due to ( ’ f | , Q \ 
ing addre 5 althoug! tl y re { i ‘ ire - re 4 | 
address is Kenneth L, Curt Box No. 407, Be 

The committee, after consideration of all the faets 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 5104) should be « 





